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The Institut Pierre-Gilles de Gennes (IPGG) is launching a call for projects to support the emergence of new scientific initiatives within its scientific community. This call aims to fund internships, small equipment and missions to initiate new projects or support early-stage projects. 
1. Objective of the call
The objective is to enable IPGG members to initiate new research projects by providing financial support for initial needs to achieve first proofs of concept. To this end, the IPGG will contribute in whole or in part to the recruitment of a trainee, the purchase of modest equipment or the realization of a mission essential to the project (acquisition of expertise/transfer of incoming or outgoing technology).
2. Eligibility
Projects must be carried out by permanent members of the IPGG (researchers, teacher-researchers, engineers), but may also involve non-permanent members. 
Projects must be in line with the research themes of the IPGG Major Program and have a strong potential for innovation. The aim is to initiate new projects or support early-stage projects.
3. Types of funding available
Each project will have a maximum budget of 15k€.
3 types of fundings are eligible :
· Internships : Financing of an internship lasting a few months to initiate exploratory research.
· Small equipment : Purchase of scientific equipment needed to get the project off the ground.
· Mission : Coverage of travel expenses required for the project (collaboration, experimentation, conference, etc.).
4. Application procedure
Applicants must submit a project description (maximum 2 pages) including objectives, methodology and expected benefits, any collaborations within the IPGG and the innovative nature of the project.
Important : In order to best assess possible interactions and/or synergies with other major PSL programs (e.g. Grands Programmes) or other regional and national competitive funding calls, please indicate whether this project has been proposed and/or funded elsewhere. If so, please provide details in an appendix (name, duration, amount).
5. Timetable
· Call launch : April 3, 2026
· Submission deadline : April 24, 2026 at 11:59pm (Paris time)
· Announcement of results : Early june 2026
6. Selection process projects will be evaluated by a selection committee on the basis of the following criteria:
· Innovative nature of the project
· Feasibility and potential impact
· Appropriateness of the requested budget
· Optional: Collaborative nature of the project.
· Successful projects will receive funding for a period determined by the needs expressed, which may not exceed 24 months.
7. Submission of applications
Applications must be submitted before April 24, 2026 at 11:59pm (Paris time)
The documents must be sent in PDF format on the website https://aap-booster.sciencescall.org/ 
1) Project identification

· Title of the project:
· Category of the project (choose one) : internship, mobility, small equipment
· Name of the applicant:
· Email of the applicant:
· IPGG Team:
· Institution responsible for recruitment:
· Person in charge of the financial management and the financial agreement:
· Email of the person in charge of the financial management and the financial agreement:
· Duration of the project (Up to 24 months):
· Amount of funding requested (Up to 15k€):

2) Description of project and purpose of application (1 pages max or 3 000 characters max)
(Describe the project here, and explain the purpose of the proposal and its scientific rationale) 

3) Budget (1/2 page max or 1 500 characters)
(Specify the type of funding sought and why it is important for your team? Specify each line of cost - salaries/equipment/consumables/technical or economic study/training/communication... as well as the timetable for the proposal...)

4) Impact (1/2 page or 1 500 characters max)
(What are the expected results? What will the work bring to your team and more generally to the Carnot Institute)
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