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The IPGG SEED calls are organized to catalyze new, high-risk collaborative projects in which interdisciplinarity and team synergy are essential, with priority given to scientific challenges aligned with the thematic axes of the IPGG. Each year, the institute identifies one strategic theme and selects projects through a streamlined process based on a short proposal, followed by an internal selection leading to consortium building. For this year, Matthieu Piel is in charge of this thematic area and will be available to help identify possible synergies and foster potential collaborations.
SEED funding is intended to enable rapid assembly of the most relevant consortium within IPGG, generate decisive early results, and leverage additional resources from complementary programs and industrial partnerships—ultimately positioning the collaboration for ambitious follow-on applications (e.g., ERC Synergy–scale projects). Applicants may request a budget in the range of €70k to €90k, depending on their actual funding needs, and are encouraged to justify their request accordingly. A total of 2 to 3 projects will be funded. We are also part of the COFUND initiative of ESPCI for which IPGG has committed to co-fund PhD projects and we would be please also to submit IPGG-labelled projects in this framework.
In order to best assess possible interactions and/or synergies with other major PSL programs (e.g., Grands Programmes) or other regional and national competitive funding calls, please indicate whether this project has been proposed and/or funded elsewhere. If so, please provide details in an annex (name, duration, amount).
For 2026, the strategic theme is Microplastics (life sciences axis).
1) Project identification
· Project title:
· Acronym:
· Duration: [months]
· Coordinating PI: [name, institution]
· Consortium members: [name, institution, expertise]
· Keywords (5–10): [...]
2) Abstracts 
2.1 Scientific abstract (for reviewers)
Max ~2,400 characters
· Problem, hypothesis, objectives
· Why now / why this consortium
· Core approaches and expected outcomes
2.2 Public abstract (for communication)
Max ~2,400 characters; must differ from scientific abstract
· Plain-language summary, impact on fundamental understanding
3) Overview & fit 
Max ~4,000 characters

Address explicitly:
· Frontier / novelty: what is genuinely new and why it is high-risk/high-gain
· Essential collaboration: why the project cannot be done by a single lab
· Interdisciplinarity (if relevant): which fields/approaches are combined and how they integrate
· Implementation plan: how the collaboration will work in practice (interfaces, data flow, meetings, sharing, sample circulation, platform usage)
4) Proposed Research Plan (single integrated document section)
Aim for a single, cohesive plan (not parallel mini-proposals).
Recommended cap: ~12,000 characters for main text (excluding references).
7.1 Scientific background
· Current state of the art (brief, targeted)
· Gap / bottleneck the project addresses
7.2 Objectives & hypotheses
· Objective 1: [...]
· Objective 2: [Optional]
NOTE : as this is a seeding grant with limited funding, we recommand a single clear objective – a second one can be added, more as a perspective of the project on a longer term
7.3 Integrated work plan and allocation
For each objective/work package (WP), include:
· Workplan
· Partner contributions (who does what, and where the interfaces are)
· Timeline (months)
NOTE : you can also mention here how the environment of IPGG can benefit the project and other teams in this perimeter that could help the project
7.5 Special notes for the selection committee	
Use this part to share with the committee additional aspects to consider, anticipate criticisms or concerns or points that might be difficult to understand. This includes also potential risks and mitigation strategies if you have some and if you anticipate some particular issues with this project. 
NOTE: as this is meant to be also for risky projects, of course you do not have to mitigate all the risks or it would not be a risky project anymore…meaning there can be potential issues for which you do not yet know whether you can find a solution, it is fine for this type of grant.
7.6 Expected outcomes & leverage
· What SEED funding will concretely enable (prototype, dataset, validation, platform transfer)
· Complementary funding targets (régional/national/EU/International/industrial)
NOTE: if there is no complementary funding strategy at this point, it does not matter. Just mention it if it exists, or if you already started looking for other funds on this project.
· What “success after 12–24 months” looks like
7.7 References
· Key references only (focused)
5) Budget & resources (SEED call practicalities)
· Requested SEED support: [amount and justification : platforms, consumables, salary…]
· Allocation by partner/WP: [table]
· Co-funding plan (if any): [sources, status, timeline]
6) Submission of applications
Applications must be submitted before May 4th, 2026 at 11:59pm (Paris time)
The documents must be sent in PDF format on the website https://aap-booster.sciencescall.org/ 
Announcement of results: Early june 2026
7) Annexes (optional)
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